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BAHEP extends its sincere appreciation for the continued
support of THE DAILY NEWS through this monthly supplement.

December 2022

BAHEP to honor NASA JSC
Director Vanessa E. Wyche at
Annual Quasar Award Banquet

The Bay Area Hou-
ston Economic Partner-
ship is pleased to an-
nounce that Vanessa E.
Wyche, director, NASA
Johnson Space Center,
will be honored with the
organization’s esteemed
2023 Quasar Award for
Economic Development
Excellence. BAHEP’s
annual Quasar Award
Banquet will be held on
Jan. 27, 2023, in the
elegant Crystal Ball-
room of South Shore
Harbour Resort & Con-
ference Center in League
City, Texas.

“I’m humbled and hon-
ored to be chosen as the
recipient of the prestig-
ious Quasar Award. The
future of human space
exploration is brighter
than ever as we are devel-
oping and operating more
human-rated  spacecraft
than ever in our history,
enabling us to conduct
low-Earth orbit and deep
space exploration at the
same time.

“I’m very proud to be
leading NASA’s Johnson
Space Center at this excit-
ing time, as we part-
ner with industry, aca-
demia, and the interna-
tional space community,
to meet NASA’s objec-
tives of propelling the
space economy and sim-
ultaneously exploring low

-Earth orbit and deep
space under Artemis,”
said Wyche.

“At Johnson, our sup-
port for a robust space
economy is intended to
boost education and job
growth in science and
engineering, while spur-
ring economic growth to
expand the exploration of
space for all humanity.

“Thank you, again, for
honoring me for doing a
job that I love!”

Over the course of his
BAHEP career, President
Bob Mitchell has had the
privilege to work with
five Johnson Space Cen-
ter directors. He said,
“Vanessa has been an
exceptional director for
NASA JSC - one of its
best. She has worked to
protect the Center’s assets
and assertively engaged
with  commercial and
government operations to
safeguard and expand the
nation’s human space-
flight program as well as
JSC’s execution of re-

sponsibilities within that
program. Vanessa doesn’t
settle for the status quo but
uses her expertise and vi-
sion, along with that of her
colleagues, to plan for the
future of human space-
flight and of NASA JSC.”

Brian Freedman, who
will become BAHEP’s
next president on Jan. 1,
2023, stated, "Vanessa is
an outstanding regional
leader for economic devel-
opment. The Johnson
Space Center is an eco-
nomic engine for the re-
gion, and she has been
aggressive in her efforts to
expand JSC's role in hu-
man spaceflight, in work-
ing collaboratively with
the community, and in
creating opportunities
where industry can partici-
pate.

“The recent successful
launch of the Artemis I
Mission showcases that
leadership with her team
managing the entire mis-
sion and ensuring that the
next ‘first words’ from the
moon start with
‘Houston.””

NASA JSC is home to
America’s astronaut corps,
Mission Control Center,
International Space Sta-
tion, Orion and Gateway

programs, and its more
than 11,000 civil service
and contractor employ-
ees. Wyche previously
served as deputy director
at Johnson for three

years beginning in 2018.

As director, she is re-

sponsible for overseeing

a broad range of human

spaceflight activities,

including  development

and operation of human

spacecraft, commerciali-

zation of low-Earth orbit,

and the Center’s role in

landing the first woman
and first person of color on
the surface of the Moon.
Under Wyche’s leadership,
NASA JSC was recog-
nized by Forbes and Statis-
ta as the No. 1 best em-
ployer among Texas' ma-
jor employers.

The Artemis I mission,
which successfully and
spectacularly launched in
the early morning hours of
Nov. 16, 2022, is being
managed by JSC’s Mission
Control Center. Future
missions will land astro-
nauts on the moon, and
JSC and its American and
international partners will
be major players in that
enormous effort. Wyche
said NASA is making part-
nerships with everyone
who wants to be part of
Artemis.

According to Wyche,
research, innovation, and
workforce ~ development
are vital to maintain
NASA JSC as the home of
human spaceflight. The
director believes that it
will take many partner-
ships  to  accomplish
NASA’s goals, and she is
putting in the work to dis-
cover and maintain the
best partnerships that will
take humans to the Moon,
Mars, and beyond.
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in southeastern Texas. Its
members include more
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Galveston and
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and Port Houston.
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information, contact
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Harriet Pilgrim
at 832.536.3250.
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“Like” us on Facebook:
BavAreaHoustonEcon
Follow us on
Twitter: @BAHEP.

BAHEP welcomes King’s BierHaus
and EggHaus Gourmet™

If your taste buds have
never experienced a mod-
ern fusion of German,
Austrian, and American
cuisine, then King’s Bier-
Haus invites you enjoy its
authentic recipes that are
over 100 years old and
seasoned with all natural
Himalayan crystal salt.
The restaurant also
smokes all of its own
meats to guarantee an au-
thentic flavor.

Bob Mitch-
ell, president,
Bay Area Hou-
ston Economic
Partnership,
said, “One of
the outstanding
attributes  of
the  Houston
region is its
remarkable
selection of excellent res-
taurants. King’s BierHaus
has a well-earned reputa-
tion for being one of the
best in its class. We wel-
come both regional loca-
tions to our membership.”

Chung Hui will repre-
sent King’s BierHaus
within BAHEP. He stated,
“We are pleased to join
the Bay Area Houston
Economic Partnership.
The organization has been
so successful in strength-
ening the region’s econo-
my, and we look forward
to supporting BAHEP in
this effort.”

King’s BierHaus is the
sister concept of the na-
tionally acclaimed King’s
Biergarten & Restaurant.
In 2011, King’s Biergarten
started as an addition to a
carwash that served brat-
wurst while guests would
wait. Within five years,
King’s Biergarten expand-
ed 13 times, was rated the
#1 German Restaurant in

America, among the Top
12 Beer Gardens in Amer-
ica, and developed the
BierHaus concept.

King’s BierHaus has
two locations in the region
with approximately 100-
120 employees: 1) 828 W.
FM 646, League City,
832.820.8264 and 2) 2044
E. T. C. lJester Blvd,
832.538.1093,
www.kingsbierhouse.com.

King’s BierHaus in the
Houston
Heights is the
original Bier-
Haus location.
“King’s Bier-
Haus, Gour-
met Sausages
+  Specialty
Brews” is a
hybrid  Ger-
man/American
restaurant with communal
seating, a full bar, and an
outdoor Biergarten at both
locations.

EggHaus Gourmet™ is
an additional concept lo-
cated just down the street
from King’s BierHaus in
the Heights at 2042 E.
T.C. Jester Blvd.,
713.489.6719.

According to its website
at www.egghaus.com,
“For Breakfast or lunch,
EggHaus Gourmet™ fuels
your day. We created a
menu of Gourmet Ko-
laches, Egg Sandwiches,
and Elevated Tacos to
keep up with your active
lifestyle. Take it To-Go,
Order Online, or Dine-in
our beautifully designed
restaurant. We’ve made a
breakfast experience just
for you.”

Additional information
about menu items, cater-
ing, events, and careers
can be found on the web-
sites noted above.

BAHEP announces outstanding
2023 Board of Directors

John Mulholland
Secretary

Jennifer Bowers
Treasurer

Gwen Griffin
Vice Chair

Tim C. Kropp
Chair

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OFFICERS

Chair: Tim C. Kropp, Executive Vice President, MRI Technologies

Vice Chair: Gwen Griffin, CEO, Griffin Communications Group

Secretary: John Mulholland, Vice President / Program Manager, Interational Space Station (ISS),
The Boeing Company

Treasurer: Jennifer Bowers, Partner, Bowers and Sadler, LLP

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Todd Caliva, CEO, HCA Houston Healthcare Clear Lake

Mark Gittleman, P.E., Chief Strategy Officer, Aegis Aerospace, Inc.

Gwen Griffin, CEO, Griffin Communications Group

Brenda Hellyer, Ed.D., Chancellor, San Jacinto College District

Jorge Hernandez, President, Bastion Technologies, Inc.

Tim C. Kropp, Executive Vice President, MRI Technologies

John Mulholland, Vice President / Program Manager, International Space Station (ISS),
The Boeing Company

Denise S. Navarro, Founder / President / CEO, Logical Innovations, Inc.

Kelly Page, President, Barrios Technologies

Victor Pierson, Chairman / President / CEO, Moody Bank

Kirk Shireman, Vice President, Lunar Exploration Campaigns, Lockheed Martin Space Systems
Company

Charlie Stegemoeller, Senior Director, Business Development, Science Applications
International Corporation (SAIC)

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HONORARY CHAIRMAN
Frans Gillebaard (1939 - 2013)

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE EX OFFICIO MEMBERS

Jennifer Bowers, Partner, Bowers & Sadler, LLP

Gale E. Burkett, President / CEO, GB Tech, Inc.

Dick H. Gregg, Jr., Attorney-at-Law / President, Gregg & Gregg, P.C.
Fred B. Griffin, Founder / Chairman, Griffin Partners, Inc.

Marc Havican, President, Space City Films, Inc.

Joy H. Kelly, Ph.D., Vice President / General Manager, Jacobs
Kenny Koncaba, Houston Market President, Home Bank
Bermard A. Milstein, M.D., President, The Eye Clinic of Texas
John Wilkins, CEO, CLC Properties

Vanessa E. Wyche, Director, NASA Johnson Space Center

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jamie Ballard, Senior Vice President, Veritex Community Bank

R.J. Boatman, Chairman of the Board, POM Group, LLC

LaCrista Bishop, DNP, RN, NE-BC, Regional Director of Operations, The University of Texas
MD Anderson Cancer Center

Jennifer Bowers, Partner, Bowers and Sadler, LLP

Gale E. Burkett, President / CEO, GB Tech, Inc.

Todd Caliva, CEO, HCA Houston Healthcare Clear Lake

Noel J. Cardenas, FACHE, Senior Vice President / CEQ, Memorial Hermann Southeast and
Pearland Hospitals

Nellie Chappell-White, President / CEO, JES Tech

David Dean, Senior Program Manager, S&K Global Solutions

Jerry E. Fliger, Ph.D., Vice President for Instruction, College of the Mainland

Col. Michael E. Fossum, USAFR (Ret.), COO, Texas A&M University at Galveston

Jeff Gionnette, Senior General Manager, Retail, Brookfield Properties

Mark Gittleman, P.E., Chief Strategy Officer, Aegis Aerospace, Inc.

Fred B. Griffin, Founder / Chairman, Griffin Partners, Inc.

Gwen Griffin, CEO, Griffin Communications Group

Darrin Hall, Director, Corporate and Community Affairs, United Airlines

Trey Hall, Ill, Vice President / Chief Strategist, Rothe Development, Inc.

Brenda Hellyer, Ed.D., Chancellor, San Jacinto College District

Jorge Hernandez, President / CEO, Bastion Technologies, Inc.

Walter Jackson, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools, La Porte ISD

Stephen K. Jones, MHA, FACHE, Vice President, Health System Strategy, CEO Clear Lake Campus,
The University of Texas Medical Branch

Joy H. Kelly, Ph.D., Vice President / General Manager, Jacobs

Kenny Koncaba, Houston Market President, Home Bank

Jeannie Kranz, Senior Director, NASA Business Development Strategy, ASRC Federal

Tim C. Kropp, Executive Vice President, MRI Technologies

Laurie Labra, Vice President, Human Exploration Division, KBR

Jamieson Mackay, CCUFC, Senior Vice President, Gulf Coast Educators Federal Credit Union

John Martinec, President, AeroSys, LLC

Erin McDonald, Senior Vice President, Frost Bank

Bernard A. Milstein, M.D., President, The Eye Clinic of Texas

John Mulholland, Vice President and Program Manager, International Space Station (ISS),
The Boeing Company

Denise S. Navarro, Founder / President, Logical Innovations, Inc.

Lt. Gen. Douglas H. Owens, USAF (Ret.), CEO, Lone Star Flight Museum

Kelly Page, President, Barrios Technology

Marty Pell, President / CEO, Wellby Financial

Victor Pierson, Chairman / President / CEO, Moody Bank

Bill Provenzano, Senior Vice President, Hometown Bank

Kevin Repa, Vice President / General Manager, All Points Logistics, LLC

Wayne Rutledge, Broker / Owner, Rutledge Commercial Real Estate

Kirk Shireman, Vice President, Lunar Exploration Campaigns, Lockheed Martin Space Systems
Company

Elizabeth Smith, Owner / Agent, Elizabeth Smith Life and Health Insurance

Charlie Stegemoeller, Senior Director, Business Development, Science Applications International
Corporation (SAIC)

Richard Walker, Ed.D., President, University of Houston—Clear Lake

BOARD EX OFFICIO MEMBERS

Chad Burke, President / CEO, Economic Alliance Houston Port Region

Mary Alys Cherry, Editor / Publisher, Bay Area Houston Magazine

Glenn Freedman, Ph.D., President, EduSafe Systems, Inc.

Marcy Fryday, Marketing Director, Lakewood Yacht Club

Dick H. Gregg, Jr., Attorney-at-Law / President, Gregg & Gregg, P.C.

Cindy Harreld-DeWease, President/ CEO, Clear Lake Area Chamber of Commerce
Steven Skarke, Vice President, Kaneka North America, LLC

Amy Skicki, Executive Director, Bay Area Houston Transportation Partnership (BayTran)
Mike Sullivan, Director of Governmental Affairs and Corporate Partnerships, Group 1 Automotive, Inc.
Hajime "Sam" Suzuki, Vice President, Administration, Kuraray America, Inc.

John Wilkins, CEO, CLC Properties

Vanessa E. Wyche, Director, NASA Johnson Space Center

www.bayareahouston.com
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